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SUBJ: ADMINISTRATION INITIATIVE ON MARINE OIL POLLUTION 
REP: A. STATE 109037, B. STATE 109275 

1 . EMBOFF OUTLINED POINTS IN REF A TO K.L. GUPTA, 

DEPUTY SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 
AND LEFT AIDE MEMOIRE WITH HIM. GUPTA SAID HE WAS 
GRATEFUL FOR INFORMATION AND WILLINGNESS OF USG TO 
COOPERATE WITH OTHER MARITIME NATIONS IN COMBATING 
MARINE OIL POLLUTION. HE NOTED THAT GOI WAS STILL 
STUDYING PROPOSALS CONTAINED IN PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
MESSAGE AND THAT THIS PROCESS WOULD TAKE TIME BECAUSE 
OF THE COMPLEXITY OF THE ISSUES. GUPTA ALSO STRESSED 
THAT MANY OF THE PROPOSALS WOULD MEAN INCREASED 
SHIPPING COSTS, WHICH WOULD BE A BURDEN ON LDCS IN 
GENERAL AND INDIA IN PARTICULAR. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 07170 181421Z 

2. EMBOFF ALSO INFORMED GUPTA THAT US SECRETARY OP 
TRANSPORTATION IS EXPECTED TO ADDRESS 38TH SESSION 
OF IMCO COUNCIL (REF B). GUPTA SAID THAT S.S. GILL, 

JOINT SECRETARY (SHIPPING) IN THE MINISTRY OF SHIPPING 
AND TRANSPORT, WILL HEAD THE INDIAN DELEGATION TO 
THE COUNCIL MEETING AND THAT SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE 
INDIAN HIGH COMMISSION IN LONDON WILL FORM THE REST 
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OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION. 
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